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Minutes of November 6, 2025 Meeting
	The meeting was called to order by Chair Vicky Binetti.  Also attending in person were Leon Lakritz, Eric Feerst, and Jodi Smith; attending remotely were Anne Hastings,  Chet Nawoyski, and Lisa Bertolini.  Vicky Binetti added the following two topics to the agenda:    Recycle/upcycle of political signs and Environmental Commissioner’s Award.  The minutes from the September 18, 2025 meeting were approved as presented.
Treasurer’s Report
	The balance in our budget is $2,908.  Vicky Binetti reviewed some pending expenses  before the end of the year, including ANJEC dues, secretarial services, South Jersey Land & Trust to guide our trail walk, greenhouse supplies, and giveaways for our 2026 activities.
	Leon Lakritz visited the proposed site for relocation of the community garden, where the Davis house once stood.  He indicated it would be helpful to have an  aerial photograph  for use when discussing plans with the Administration, Council members or others.  Anne Hastings agreed to put a request on our Facebook page to see if anyone owning a drone would volunteer to provide the picture.

Old Business
Workshop Meeting
	There was no workshop meeting in October.  Vicky Binetti does not foresee calling  one in November unless something urgent arises.
Sustainable Jersey
	The new artwork exhibit, Heroes and Heroines, is on display in Washington Lake Park.  The exhibit is advertised on the new electronic sign in front of the Municipal Building.   The Creative Team also has all the artwork from this exhibit on their WT Paints the Town Facebook page, along with short statements from the artists.
	Vicky noted that members of the Creative Team are working on establishing a non-profit organization which will be designated as Washington Township Arts & Culture.   As a non-profit, they will be eligible to apply for additional grants.  The Creative Team is also planning a project to create one or more murals in the Township.  
	Some members of the Green Team are working on the development of a Community Energy Plan.  With the help of our contracted consultants, they evaluated a number of preliminary initiatives that Sustainable Jersey and the Board of Public Utilities identified that a municipality could do to advance the State’s energy master plan.  Once the Board of Public Utilities approves our final plan, the Township can apply for grants to implement selected actions.
	Vicky Binetti mentioned that last year was the first time energy generated by wind and solar installation exceeded energy generated by coal, both in the United States and worldwide.
	Recently the Township is considering a local government energy audit to include all of the Township’s buildings.  This would be underwritten by the Board of Public utilities, with  no cost to the Township, and we will learn what resources are available to save energy and related costs.
ANJEC Grant/Poplar Trail
	There was no new report.
Communications – Web Page, Facebook, Other
	There was no new report.

Monarch Rescue
	Monarch Watch, an organization that tracks the movement of Monarch butterflies, reported that the number of these butterflies arriving at the mountain destinations in Mexico, where they over winter, was quite low until very recently.  Overall, the number of Monarchs is down from previous years.
	Lisa Bertolini has volunteered to lead our Monarch Rescue program next year.
Pollinator Garden
	The Pollinator Garden did very well this season, thanks to the help and dedication of the McGuigans.  Vicky Binetti noted that no plans are being made to expand the size of the garden unless we have more volunteers to provide maintenance.
Blue Bird Buddies, Purple Martin Pals
	The final total of Bluebird fledglings in the boxes located in Washington Lake Park is twenty five.   There was one in Quay Park, and none in the boxes at the Olde Stone House Village.  The new Purple Martin houses have been installed in Washington Lake Park and will be ready to go when their nesting season starts in Spring 2026.
Recent WTEC Events – Bird Walk, Trail Walk
	The Bird Walk, in partnership with the Gloucester County Nature Club, was held          on Saturday, October 4, 2025.  The nature trail walk was held on October 25, 2025.  Both of these activities took place in Washington Lake Park. 
Washington Township ReLeaf
	At Rotary Woods, a reforestation project on Woodbury-Turnersville Road, approximately 12 trees need to be replaced because of wind damage (suffered during transport) and extreme heat this past summer.   One tree at the Library and another two at the Pollinator Garden also need to be replaced.  We hope to accomplish their replacement this fall.  We are looking for other places in the Township to plant more trees, likely in spring of 2026.
Tree Protection Ordinance Revision
	The Township’s tree ordinance has been revised.  Council approved it on September 24th, and the Mayor signed it, making it effective immediately.  



New Business
Commissioner’s Award
	This award was founded years ago by the Environmental Commission to recognize a person(s) or organization who has significantly contributed to improving the Township’s environment.  A discussion took place to consider possible nominees for the 2026 award.
Recycle/Upcycle of Political Signs
[bookmark: _Hlk215571568]	Vicky Binetti received an email asking if we could find a way to recycle or upcycle the large amount of political signs from the latest election in the Township.   Anne Hastings suggested contacting the high school to see if they could repurpose them by painting over the wording and use as signs for their car washes, hoagie sales, etc.  After discussion, it was agreed we do not have the capacity to store the signs.  
Activity Proposals for 2026
	Vicky Binetti asked members for ideas for new activities that the Environmental Commission could sponsor in 2026.  Chet Nawoyski suggested we accept the invitation to participate in the 4th of July parade.  Vicky will put this on our planning calendar to discuss in more detail next year.  Another suggestion was a  program to educate residents on energy conservation and on clean energy. 

Committee Reports
Open Space Advisory Committee
	Leon Lakritz informed the Commission that the new inclusive playground will occupy the space where the Community Garden has been located since 2016,  near the Greentree Road Entrance to Washington Lake Park.  Groundbreaking will take place in the Spring of 2026.   The Community Garden has been relocated to the spot where the Davis house once stood.  A split rail fence will be erected around the perimeter of the garden.
Council Report
	There was no report.
Correspondence/Announcements
	Vicky Binetti announced that Council woman Dana Pasqualone was appointed as Council liaison for the Environmental Commission.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:29 p.m.
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